
Unit 6 
Imperialism and WWI
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• How and why did the United States 
take a more active role in world affairs?

 For most of its early history, the United States played a 
small role in world affairs. But in the late 1800s, some 
began calling for the United States to join the ranks of 
the world’s major powers. 

 Eventually, the United States abandoned isolationism and 
began to acquire influence and territories outside its 
continental borders.

• What were the causes and effects of the Spanish-
American War?

 American economic interests, the growth of a national 
imperialist spirit, and an aggressive Yellow Press brought 
the United States to the brink of war in 1898.

 The United States acquired colonies and became a world 
power as a result of the Spanish-American War.

• insurrection – a rebellion or revolt

• guerrilla warfare – form of nontraditional warfare, 
generally by small bands of fighters

• William Howard Taft –governor of the Philippines in 
1901, later president of the United States

• spheres of influence – zones in China that gave 
European powers exclusive access to commerce

• John Hay – U.S. Secretary of State who asserted the 
Open Door Policy in China

• Boxer Rebellion – 1900 revolt by secret Chinese 
societies against outside influences

• Open Door Policy – Secretary of State John Hay’s policy 
of opposing European colonies and spheres of influence in 
China  

• Russo-Japanese War – war between Japan and Russia 
in 1904 over the presence of Russian troops in Manchuria

2

• imperialism – policy by which stronger nations extend 

their political, economic, and military, control over weaker 

territories

• extractive economy – colonial economies based on an 

imperialist nation extracting, or removing, raw materials

• Alfred T. Mahan – naval historian who advocated for 

naval power as the basis for a great nation; urged the 

United States to build a modern fleet

• Sewards Folly – Purchase of Alaska from 

• Social Darwinism − belief that Darwin’s theory of the 

survival of the fittest should be applied to societies, 

justifying imperialism

• Matthew Perry – U.S. naval commander who sailed a 

fleet into Tokyo Bay in 1853 and opened trade with Japan

• Queen Liliuokalani – Hawaiian monarch dethroned in 

1893 by rebel American planters in an action backed by 

U.S. Marines

• William Randolph Hearst – owner of the 

New York Journal who, along with Joseph Pulitzer 

of the New York World, started the Yellow Press

• Yellow Press – newspapers that used sensational 

headlines and exaggeration to promote readership

• jingoism – aggressive nationalism

• George Dewey – commodore of the U.S. squadron  that 

destroyed the Spanish fleet in Manila Bay

• Rough Riders – volunteer cavalry unit assembled by 

Theodore Roosevelt, famous for their 1898 charge at San 

Juan Hill

• Treaty of Paris – ended the Spanish-American War and 

included U.S. acquisition of Puerto Rico and the purchase 

of the Philippines



• “Gentlemen’s Agreement” – pact between the United States 
and Japan to end segregation of Asian children in San Francisco 
public schools. In return, Japan agreed to limit the immigration of 
its citizens to the United States

• Great White Fleet – 1907 world cruise by an armada of U.S. 
battleships to demonstrate American naval strength

• Platt Amendment – set of conditions under which Cuba was 
granted independence in 1902, including restrictions on rights of 
Cubans and granting to the U.S. the “right to intervene” to 
preserve order in Cuba

• “big stick” diplomacy – Theodore Roosevelt’s approach to 
international relations that depended on a strong military to 
achieve its aims

• Panama Canal – waterway dug across Panama to shorten the 
trip between the Atlantic and the Pacific

• Roosevelt Corollary – President Theodore Roosevelt’s 
reassertion of the Monroe Doctrine to keep the Western 
Hemisphere free from intervention by European powers

• “dollar diplomacy” – President Taft’s policy to encourage 
investment rather than use force in Latin America

• “moral diplomacy” – President Wilson’s statement that the U.S. 
would not use force to assert influence in the world, but would 
instead work to promote human rights

• Francisco “Pancho” Villa – Mexican guerrilla and outlaw who 
eluded capture by General Pershing for 11 months from 1916 to 
early 1917

• casualty – killed, wounded, or missing soldier

• contraband – supplies captured from an enemy during wartime

• U-boat – German submarine

• Lusitania – British passenger ship sunk by a German U-boat 
during World War I

• Zimmermann note – a telegram in which the German foreign 
minister Zimmerman proposed an alliance with Mexico against 
the United States

• How did the United States extend its influence in 
Asia?

 America’s decision to keep the Philippines helped to 
expand U.S. influence, compete with European colonial 
powers, gain Asian markets, and extend American 
culture to the people of Asia. 

 Imperialism in East Asia brought greater power and 
wealth to Americans, but it also increased political 
tensions in Asia.

• What actions did the United States take to 
achieve its goals in Latin America?

 American entrepreneurs and political leaders called for 
an aggressive and exclusive role for  the United States 
in Latin America.

 While beneficial to the United States, this approach 
contributed to anti-American sentiment and instability 
in the area.

• What caused World War I, and why did the 
United States enter the war? 

 In 1914, nationalism, militarism, imperialism, and 
entangling alliances combined to drag Europe into a 
world war. 

 The United States attempted to remain neutral but 
abandoned its long tradition of staying out of 
European conflicts.

• militarism – glorification of the military
• Francis Ferdinand – archduke of Austria-Hungary 

who was assassinated in 1914
• William II – the German emperor
• Western Front − battle front between the Allies and 

Central Powers in western Europe during World War I
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• Selective Service Act – law that established a military 
draft in 1917

• Bernard Baruch – head of the War Industries Board, 
which regulated businesses related to the war effort

• Committee on Public Information (CPI) –
government agency created during World War I to 
encourage Americans to support the war

• conscientious objector – person whose moral or 
religious views forbid participation in war

• Espionage Act – act passed in 1917 enacting severe 
penalties for anyone engaged in disloyal or treasonable 
activities

• Great Migration – movement of African Americans in 
the twentieth century from the rural South to the 
industrial North

• convoy – group of ships that traveled together  for 
protection against German U-boats

• Vladimir Lenin – radical communist leader who took 
over Russia in March 1917 

• John J. Pershing – General who led American forces in 
Europe

• Fourteen Points – Wilson’s plan for lasting peace 
through international openness and cooperation

• self-determination – the right of people to choose their 
own form of government

• League of Nations – world organization to promote 
peaceful cooperation between countries

• Henry Cabot Lodge – Republican Senator who opposed 
ratification of the Treaty of Versailles

• reparations – payments for war damages 

• “irreconcilables” – Senate isolationists who opposed 
any treaty that included a League of Nations 

• “reservationists” – Senators who opposed the Treaty of 
Versailles as written but were open to compromise

• How did World War I affect Americans at 
home?

 The war permanently changed Americans’ 
relationship with their government. The federal 
government played a major role in Americans’ daily 
lives, taking on new powers to regulate industry, 
draft soldiers, and shape public opinion. 

 The war required sacrifice, but it also brought new 
opportunities. 

• How did Americans affect the end of World 
War I and its peace settlements?

 When the United States entered World War I in the 
spring of 1917, the war was at a deadly, bloody 
stalemate along the Western Front.

 The American entry into the war would play a key 
role in the Allied victory.

• What political, economic, and social effects did World War I 
have on the United States?

 The Treaty of Versailles produced an unstable peace. Its harsh 
terms left Germany with a strong desire for revenge, while 
Soviet Russia threatened revolution throughout the industrial 
world. 

 In the United States, the horrors of the war and the fear of 
radicals led people to question the nation’s role in the world.

• influenza – the flu virus

• inflation – rising prices

• Red Scare – widespread fear of radicals and 
communists

• Palmer Raids – a series of raids, arrests, and 
deportations of suspected radicals, most of whom 
never received a trial 4



Reasons for American Expansion 

5



6

CRQ: According to this cartoonist, which is a worse fate: Cubans 

fighting amongst themselves or the Cuban war against Spain for 
independence? Cite evidence from the cartoon to support your claim. 

Causes of  the Spanish American War 

1898 



The USS Maine mysteriously blowing up in Havana Harbor- the explosion killed 266 American sailors 

– yellow journalism (exaggeration of facts) was used to embellish this story and show the suffering of Cubans under Spanish rule to gain political 

and public support for a war against Spain (Cuba’s Independence)– after the Maine blew up, the U.S. declared war on Spain – the Spanish 

American War had started 

– before resigning as secretary of Navy to fight in the Spanish American War, Teddy Roosevelt sent the U.S. fleet to the Philippines (Spanish 

colony) – the U.S. fleet destroyed the Spanish squadron without suffering a single casualty –
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What does the headline of the New York Journal article suggest 
about the newspaper’s  point of view?

What type of evidence does the New York Journal base its’ claims? 

How does the date of this article compare with the date of the New York 
Journal?

According the New York Times headline, what happened to the Maine? 

What type of evidence does the New York Times include to support its 
account of the incident?
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Teddy Roosevelt resigned as U.S. 

Secretary of Navy to lead a group of 

volunteers against the Spanish in Cuba –

this group became known as the Rough 

Riders - Roosevelt referred to the war as 

a “Splendid Little War” – above the 

Rough Riders pose for a picture 

Roosevelt’s Rough Riders charge 

San Juan Hill in Cuba – many 

people believe the conclusion of 

the Spanish American War firmly 

positioned the U.S. as an 

imperialistic nation – Roosevelt’s 

brilliant leadership and bravery 

helped accelerate his political 

career 

Effects of  the Spanish American War 1898
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I. Need for the Panama Canal____________ 

1. 1. Clayton-Bulwer Treaty 

2. Panama’s Revolution 

3. U.S. relations between L.A. countries

The United States offered 

Columbia $10 million for the 

rights to build the Panama Canal. 

Columbia did not ratify this 

treaty. This prompted the U.S. to 

make a deal with Panama. U.S. 

would help Panama gain 

independence from Columbia. 

U.S. would give Panama $10 

million for rights to build canal, 

and $250,000 yearly to use and 

run the canal. In 1999 the canal 

was turned over to the 

Panamanians. In 2006 the canal 

earned $1.4 billion in profits for 

the Panamanian government. 

Roosevelt's December 1904 Annual message to Congress 

declared: All that this country desires is to see the 

neighboring countries stable, orderly, and prosperous. Any 

country whose people conduct themselves well can count 

upon our hearty friendship. If a nation shows that it knows 

how to act with reasonable efficiency and decency in social 

and political matters, if it keeps order and pays its 

obligations, it need fear no interference from them United 

States. Chronic wrongdoing, or an impotence which results 

in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may 

in America, as elsewhere, ultimately require intervention 

by some civilized nation, and in the Western Hemisphere 

the adherence of the United States to the Monroe Doctrine 

may force the United States, however reluctantly, in 

flagrant cases of such wrongdoing or impotence, to the 

exercise of an international police power. 
10
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1.What were the two options to get from the Atlantic to the 

Pacific prior to the Panama Canal? 

2. What were the challenges Ferdinand De Lesseps faced 

while building the canal? 

3. Why did the US choose to build the canal in Panama 

and not in Nicaragua? 

4. Why did the US choose to support the Panamanian 

rebels in Colombia? 

5. How did the US support the rebels once they declared 

independence? 



The Roosevelt Corollary was a 

substantial amendment to the 

Monroe Doctrine by U.S. 

President Theodore Roosevelt in 

1904. Roosevelt's extension of the 

Monroe Doctrine asserted the 

right of the United States to 

intervene to stabilize the economic 

affairs of small nations in the 

Caribbean and Central America if 

they were unable to pay their 

international debts. The alternative 

was intervention by European 

powers, especially Britain and 

Germany, which loaned money to 

the countries that did not repay. 

The cause of the new policy was 

Germany's aggressiveness in the 

Venezuela affair of 1902-03. 

II. Protecting U.S. interests in L.A. 

1. Roosevelt Corollary 1904 

CRQ:  According to the Cartoonist, how does the 
United States view of the Corollary and the 
Mexican Diplomats Reaction differ? 
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II. Protecting U.S. 
interests in L.A

Big Stick Policy, is a form of control or authority and was the slogan describing U.S. 

President Theodore Roosevelt’s corollary to the Monroe Doctrine. The term originated 

from the phrase “Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far,” a West African 

proverb. The term is used to describe the foreign policy of the U.S. at the time, 

Roosevelt claimed the U.S. had the right to oppose European actions in the Western 

Hemisphere. The U.S., he said, also had the right to intervene economically and 

militarily in the domestic affairs of its neighbors if they proved incapable of 

maintaining peace and sovereignty on their own. 
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CRQ: According to this cartoon, what is the duty of the hour for the 

United States? 



I. Debate over Imperialism
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CRQ: Find at least two pieces of evidence of the concept of 

“White Man’s Burden” in each of the two political cartoons and 
document them below. 



Emilo Aguinaldo supported the U.S. at first because he believed the U.S. would help the Philippines get their 

independence from Spain (Spanish American War) – the Filipino leader quickly realized that the U.S. intended to run the 

Philippines as a colony – Aguinaldo and his followers waged war on an overpowering U.S. enemy – the U.S. forced 

Aguinaldo to pledge his allegiance to America – it wasn’t until after WWII when the U.S. would grant the Philippines 

their independence – notice anything ironic about the date Filipino independence was granted? 

II. The Phillipines
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1.When did Spain first establish a colonial settlement on the Philippines? 

2. How did Filipinos feel about the US buying the Philippines from Spain at 
the end of the Spanish American War, given that they were in the midst of 
fighting Spain for independence? 

3. How long did it take for Filipinos to achieve full independence? 

1. That we could not give them back to Spain—that 

would be cowardly and dishonorable; 

2. that we could not turn them over to France and 

Germany—our commercial rivals in the Orient—

that would be bad business and discreditable; 

3. that we could not leave them to themselves—

they were unfit for self-government—and they 

would soon have anarchy and misrule over there 

worse than Spain’s was; and

4. that there was nothing left for us to do but to take 

them all, and to educate the Filipinos, and uplift 

and civilize and Christianize them, and by God’s 

grace do the very best we could by them, as our 

fellow-men for whom Christ also died.

Source: Interview with president Mckinley
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III. U.S. in the Far East

China

Japan 

European powers quickly imperialized and 

divided China into Spheres of Influence – this gave 

European powers exclusive rights to trade with 

China (silks & spices) – since the U.S. missed out 

on the division of China, it pushed for an Open 

Door policy – many Chinese did not care for 

western influence and tried to rebel – the most 

famous rebellion was the Boxer Rebellion – above, 

a German cartoon depicting the Boxer Rebellion –

since the Chinese did not have modern weapons, 

the rebellion was quickly put down – many Chinese 

believed that bullets would bounce off them – it is 

now about 100 years later, is China still an inferior 

nation? 

**the first time Matthew Perry 

arrived in Japan (1853) he was 

turned away – the Japanese did not 

want any outsiders in their country –

prior to Perry outsiders were 

violently turned away or captured 

and beheaded by the samurai – on 

Perry’s 2nd visit to Japan (1854) he 

was accompanied by several U.S. 

warships – these ships entered 

Tokyo harbor and displayed their 

firepower – that is when Japan 

opened its door 

Restrictions on Chinese and Japanese



In an effort to rapidly modernize, Japan 

hired experts from Germany, Great Britain, 

France, & the U.S. to develop modern 

buildings, electricity, telegraph & telephone 

lines, and most importantly a modern army 

& navy – Japan became Japan was quick to 

learn western customs and culture, but 

always maintained a strict code of behavior 

instilled by the samurai (Code of Bushido) 

in military, education, and business – today, 

this code of honor and devotion still 

influences many Japanese 

With the help of many western powers, Japan developed one of the 

most sophisticated armies and navies of the 20th century – above an 

aircraft carrier 
Japanese troops trained & equipped by 

the U.S. & other western powers defeat 

the Russian army in the Russo-Japanese 

War – this shocked the world as it was 

the first time an eastern power defeated 

a western power in war – Japan had 

become a world power – President 

Roosevelt interacted with foreign 

nations more than any president before 

him – negotiating the peace talks 

between Japan and Russia earned 

President Roosevelt the Nobel Peace 

Award 

Although Roosevelt negotiated peace between 

Japan & Russia, he did not trust Japan would stay 

out of the Philippines – Roosevelt increased the 

size of the U.S. Navy and sent the Great White 

Fleet on a world wide tour around the world – in a 

sense, Roosevelt was flexing America’s muscles –

again, this showed the influence Captain Mahan’s 

book had on Roosevelt 

20

Russo Japanese War

The Great White Fleet 



21



22



23

1. How long did the United States watch World War 1 from afar? 

2. Why did immigrants come to the United States? How could this have influenced America to stay neutral in the 

war?

3. In your opinion, what is the difference between neutrality, indifference, and empathy? Which one of these 

words best describes the position of the United States during the early years of World War 1? 

4. What was President Woodrow Wilson’s campaign slogan? Why is this ironic?

5. What was the triggering event for the United States to join World War 1?

6. What did Germany promise Mexico in return for aiding in the war?

7. As America entered the war, who else dropped out?

8. What three things did the United States contribute to the war?
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Militarism Alliances

Create balance of power = created war 
a. Triple Alliance = ______________, 
____________________, ______________ 
b. Triple Entente = ______________,_________________, 

Nationalism Imperialism

new markets
raw materials 

Assassination:

= alliances attack/__________________ effect/powder keg explodes 

On June 28th, 1914, Archduke Ferdinand (Austria – Hungary) was assassinated by Serbian nationalist, Gavrilo Princip (Black Hand Organization) – this 
led to Austria Hungary invading Serbia, an ally of Russia 

The formation of secret alliances 
placed European nations against one 
another – when the “spark” ignited, 
nations were quickly drawn into war 
with one another (snowball effect) 
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Does Wilson believe that the United States should 
enter WWI? Why or Why not?

26

Causes of 
America 

Joining WWI



Causes of 
America 
Joining 
WWI

27

Does Wilson believe that the United States should enter WWI? Why 
or Why not?

What was the goal that Wilson sought in the last paragraph?



Why doess Zinn claim that 
Wilson made a lousy argument?

What are the real reasons that Zinn 
suggests that the United States entered 
the war?
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The Kaiser’s (German) actions including U-boats 

and the Zimmermann note made it difficult for the 

U.S. to remain nuetral

29

Causes of 
America 
Joining 
WWI
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III. U.S. Goes to War 
1.

U.S. War Bonds were sold to help raise money for 

the war effort – over $20 billion was raised 

1. Who is this poster intended for? 

2. What is the message? 

3. What is the result the government is looking for? 

1. U.S. troops called A.E.F. War

2. Industries Board

3. Lever Food and Fuel Act

4. Labor

5. Financing the War



1. Who is this poster intended for? 

2. What is the message? 

3. What is the result the government 

is looking for? 

1. Who is this poster intended for? 

2. What is the message? 

3. What is the result the government 

is looking for? 

1. Who is this poster intended 

for? 

2. What is the message? 

3. What is the result the 

government is looking for? 
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After the United States entered World War I in 1917, the United States immediately 

needed to expand the size of its military. As a result, America instituted the first ever 

military draft [system of mandatory army service] of eligible young men with the passage of 

the Selective Service Act. Not everyone agreed with America’s entry to the global war, nor 

did everyone agree that drafting men into the US military was the proper course of action. 

Especially vocal about their opposition to the war was the growing Socialist Party of the 

United States. The Socialist Party had held many anti-war demonstrations and marches; 

socialists believed that the war would benefit only the rich, while causing suffering and 

death for the thousands of poor and working-class soldiers who would do the actual fighting 

in Europe.

In order to protect the war effort, Congress also passed the Espionage Act of 1917 

and the Sedition Bills of 1918. Among other things, these laws made it a crime to cause or 

attempt to cause insubordination [refusing to obey orders] in the military and naval forces or 

to obstruct [prevent] the recruitment or enlistment of persons into the military service of the 

United States.

In 1919,15,000 leaflets urging resistance to the draft were sent to men who had 

been drafted by the US Army. On the front of the leaflet the first section of the Thirteenth 

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which prohibits slavery or involuntary servitude, was 

printed. The leaflet asserted that the Selective Service Act violated the idea embodied in the 

13th amendment and that a draftee was little better than a convict. In passionate language, 

it suggested that conscription [being drafted into the military] was despotism [exercise of 

absolute power in a cruel manner] in its worst form and a monstrous wrong against 
humanity in the interest of “Wall Street’s chosen few” who would profit from the war. 

The leaflets were traced to Socialist Party headquarters, specifically to Charles 

Schenck, the General Secretary of the Socialist Party, who publically and vocally had 

opposed United States participation in World War I. Charles Schenck was arrested for 

violating the Espionage & Sedition Acts. Although Schenck denied responsibility for sending 

the leaflets, he was arrested, and, among other charges, was indicted for “conspiring to 

violate the Espionage Act … by causing and attempting to cause insubordination … and to 

obstruct the recruiting and enlistment service of the United States.” He was found guilty in a 

US district court and as such appealed his conviction to the United States Supreme Court -

and claiming that the leaflets should be protected as free speech.

CRQ: What did the Espionage & Sedition Acts 

outlaw?

CRQ: Why was Charles Schenck arrested? Which law(s) was 
he accused of violating? 

CRQ: Which part of the US Constitution did Charles 
Schenck use in appealing his case to the SCOTUS? Why do 
you think he chose to use this part of the Constitution? 

CRQ: Schenck was a high ranking member of the Socialist 
Party, the government felt the socialist party was akin to a 
terrorist group since they were stirring up anti-patriotic 
anti-draft movements. How much of an impact do you 
think Schenck’s membership in the socialist party had on 
his eventual arrest? 

6. Wartime Constitutional Issues 



Trench warfare is a form of warfare where both 

combatants have fortified positions and fighting lines 

are fixed. The result was a slow and grueling form of 

defense-oriented warfare in which both sides 

constructed elaborate and heavily armed trench and 

dugout systems opposing each other along a front, 

with soldiers in both trench lines largely hidden from 

the other's small arms fire and enclosed by barbed 

wire. The area between opposing trench lines (known 

as "no man's land") was fully exposed to small-arms 

and artillery fire from both sides. Attacks, even 

successful ones, often sustained severe casualties. 

7. Trench Warfare 

Trenches were never straight but were dug in a 

zigzagging pattern that broke the line into bays 

connected by traverses. This meant that a soldier 

could never see more than 10 meters (30 ft) or so 

along the trench. The trenches were dug like this so 

an enemy would not be able to attack from the sides 

thus causing major damage. Consequently, the entire 

trench could not be enfiladed if the enemy gained 

access at one point; or if a bomb or shell landed in the 

trench, the fragmentation (often called shrapnel) could 

not travel far. Another bonus for building trenches in 

a zig zag pattern was that if enemy aircraft were sent 

to gather intelligence for artillery strikes, it would be 

harder for them to accurately give co-ordinates for zig 

zagging trenches than straight trenches. The side of 

the trench facing the enemy was called the parapet 

and had a fire step. 
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IV. Treaty of Versailles  = sought to end war 

1. Fourteen Points 

2. League of Nations 

3. Leads to WWII

V.  US Rejects Treaty 

VI. Effects of WWI 



34

Effects of WW1 - USA: 

1. Government control of telephone, 

telegraph, and railroads 

2. War Industry Board is created to 

coordinate agricultural & industrial war 

efforts 

3. Women’s suffrage 

4. US becomes the “Workshop of the 

World” 

5. Food rations are instituted 

6. Military Draft 

7. Rise of xenophobia (fear of immigrants) 

8. Espionage & Sedition 

Act 

9. Eruption of race riots (ex: Chicago 1919) 

10. Schenck v. United 

States 

11. US leaves an isolationist stance 

12. Red Scare 

13. US becomes a global leader 

14. FBI is 

created 

15. Palmer Raids & deportation of 600 

“radicals” 

16. Many women quit domestic work and start 

working in factories 

17. Great Migration 

18. World wide banking capital shifts from 

London, England to New York City, USA 

19. War bonds are sold 

20. US senate doesn’t ratify the Treaty of 

Versailles or join the League of Nations

Causes:

•The causes of the United States entering WWI are labelled as: Zimmerman Telegram, Presidential 

Election of 1916, British Blockade, Lusitania, Unrestricted Submarine Warfare. In order to complete 

the graphic organizer, fill in the boxes under these terms explaining: 

Effects: 

•The effects of WWI can be divided into three groups - social, political, and economic. Below are a 

list of effects of WWI. Sort them & write them in the appropriate effect boxes in your graphic 

organizer. Add any further effects you generate on your own in the appropriate boxes. 
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