
Unit 3 – Part 2 
•Trace the settlement and development of 

the Spanish borderlands.

•Explain the concept of Manifest Destiny.

•Describe the causes and challenges of 
westward migration.

Explain how Texas won independence from 
Mexico.

•Analyze the goals of President Polk.

•Trace the causes and outcome of the 
Mexican-American War. 

•Explain the effects of the Mexican-
American War on the United States.

•Trace the causes and effects of the 
California Gold Rush.

•Describe the political impact of California’s 
application for statehood.
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•Analyze the movement toward greater
democracy and its impact.

•Describe the personal and political qualities             
of Andrew Jackson.

•Summarize the causes and effects of the 
removal of Native Americans in the early 

1800s

•Evaluate the significance of the debate over 

tariffs and the idea of nullification.

•Summarize the key events of the conflict over 

the second Bank of the United States in the 

1830s.

•Analyze the political environment in the

United States after Andrew Jackson.



Election of 1824
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• The election of 1824 was a turning point in American history because it was the last presidential 
election decided by the House of Representatives. On February 9 1825 the house  cast its votes with 
each state having one vote. John Adams won on the first ballot with 13 votes. Andrew Jackson 
received seven votes and William Crawford received four. 



Andrew Jackson -7th President 

1. The First’s of Andrew Jackson 

2. Jaclsonian Democracy 

DBQ How were candidates chosen 

for office? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_____________________

DBQ How did the growing spirit of 

democracy help Jackson in the 

election of 1828? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_____________________
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3. Protective ___________ of 1828 

4. Southern Response to Tariff of 1828 

Document – The following quotations were made by President Andrew 
Jackson in reference to the threatened South Carolina secession over the 
Tariff of 1828.

“…I would hang the fist man I could get my hands on.”
Jackson’s remarks to the states threatening secession

“So obvious are the reasons which forbid this secession (withdrawal from the 
union), that it is necessary only to mention them. The Union was formed for 
the benefit of all. It was produced by the sacrifice of interest and opinions. Can 
those sacrifices be ignored?....Everyone must see that the other States, in self-
defense, must oppose secession at all costs.”
President Andrew Jackson (modified for this exercise)

DBQ What was Jackson’s opinion of southern secession?  
___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
________________________________________________
DBQ Why did Jackson feel this way?  ______________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
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5. Jackson _________ Hamilton’s Bank of the United States 

6. Sectionalism Develops in America

A bank of the United States is in many 
respects convenient for the Government and 
useful to the people. Entertaining this 
opinion, and deeply impressed with the belief 
that some of the powers and privileges 
possessed by the existing bank are 
unauthorized by the Constitution, subversive 
of the rights of the States, and dangerous to 
the liberties of the people, I felt it my duty at 
an early period of my Administration to call 
the attention of Congress to the practicability 
of organizing an institution combining all its 
advantages and obviating these objections. I 
sincerely regret that in the act before me I can 
perceive none of those modifications of the 
bank charter which are necessary, in my 
opinion, to make it compatible with justice, 
with sound policy, or with the Constitution of 
our country.

What does Jackson say about “some of 
the powers and privileges possessed 
by the existing bank? 

_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
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“All preceding experiments for the improvement of the Indians have failed. It 
seems now to be an established fact that they can not live in contact with a 
civilized community and prosper….No one can doubt the moral duty of the 
Government …. To protect and if possible to preserve and perpetuate the 
scattered remnants of this race….”

Who is the ‘civilized community’ according to 
Jackson?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Why did Jackson feel that relocating the Native 
Americans was the best policy?) 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
________________________

7. Indian Removal Act (1830) 
**Under Jackson, Native American Indians living in the 

eastern U.S. suffered greatly (Trail of Tears).** 

After President Jackson signed the Indian Removal 
Act, American troops forced the Cherokee Indians 
to land west of the Mississippi River (Oklahoma) –
the map above shows the of the routes taken by 
the Cherokees – the conditions were so harsh that 
this route became known as the “Trail of Tears” 

The Cherokee called this journey the “Trail of 
Tears” because of the devastating conditions 
the forced marchers faced – it was a common 
to see family members collapse and die of 
starvation or cold – surviving family members 
would bury the dead and move on – over 
4,000 Cherokees will die 

What is Andrew Jackson standing on in this 
cartoon? 
_______________________________________

Why do you think the artist has him doing this?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
___________________________________
How do you think the author of this cartoon feels 
about Andrew Jackson?  Explain your 
answer.__________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
___________________________________ 6



1. Who was responsible for the Indian Removal 
Act of 1830? 

2. What tribes were mostly affected by the Indian 
Removal Act?
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3. What caused many of the Cherokee to die?

4. How man Cherokee died on the “Trail of 
Tears”



Andrew Jackson
A National Hero

WANTED
Andrew Jackson

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Andrew Jackson   Hero or Villain? 
Directions: Using the information you have learned about Andrew Jackson evaluate his impact on American society.  Create a 
hero’s commemorative plaque for Jackson that emphasizes his positive contributions to American democracy, and a “Wanted” 
poster that shows his negative impact on American democracy. Make sure you include:

➢ Two sketches of Andrew Jackson
➢ Two sentences stating why Jackson should be praised (below the commemorative plaque).
➢ Two sentences stating why Jackson should be condemned (below the “Wanted” poster)
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II. Westward Expansion of 
the United States 

1. Texas War for Independence (1836) 

1. Santa Anna (1832) = becomes Mexican _

3. Texas Revolts Against Santa Anna (1836)

187 Texans held Santa Anna’s Mexican army of over 2,000 men for 
approximately 3 weeks – the Texans faced constant bombardment 
from Mexican artillery (cannons / mortars), until the Alamo finally fell 
when the Mexican army stormed the Alamo 

President Polk 
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4. Battle of Sanjacinto



2. Mexican War (1846-1848)

a. Causes:

b. Battles of the Mexican War

According to this resolution, what is one reason the Massachusetts 
legislature was opposed to the
Mexican War? 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

c. Treaty of Guadeloupe – Hidalgo (1848) 
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III. Westward Expansion & Manifest Destiny 
Continued 

1. Mormons 

Joseph Smith and his brother 
Hyrum were murdered while in jail 
awaiting their trial on the charge of 

ensuing a riot (Mormons faced 
discrimination b/c of their beliefs) 
– while in jail a mob of about 200 
people with faces painted black 

stormed the jail and murdered the 
Smith brothers – after each was 

shot, Joseph’s body was mutilated 
– soon after this event, the 

Mormons moved west 

2. Oregon Territory 

**Many settlers die along the Oregon Trail because of 
deserts and mountains.** 

Mountain men were attracted to the Oregon Territory 
because of the fur trade – mountain men lived off the 
land and faced many dangers – Jedediah Smith was best 
known for his run-in with a grizzly bear along the 
Cheyenne River – the attack left several scars on his face 
– but he lived to tell the tale 
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1. Why did people want to travel west on the Oregon 
Trail?

2. How far was the Oregon Trail and how long did it take 
pioneers to travel it? 
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1. Why did pioneers travel in wagon trains? 



-There is no way for me to own land here.                   -There's gold out there, and I'm going to find it!

-I lost everything when the banks closed.                     -It will be less crowded, so there will be less illness.

-People here try to limit what I can become.               -I cannot live where there is slavery.                           

-People here are dying of Cholera. -The railroads are headed West.  

–The West is an untapped market for trade. -The land is cheap!                                                        

–The natural resources are abundant. -The city is becoming overcrowded.  

People here are dying of Cholera.

Westward Expansion (1803-1853)          Leaving Home: Push and Pull Factors

Directions: Identify whether the following circumstances are a reason why people want to leave their life 

in the East (Push Factors) or if it is a reason why the people have chosen to move to the West (Pull Factors)
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1. Who was the first to find gold in 
California? How did they find 
gold?

2. Why did John Sutter want to 
keep the discovery of gold a 
secret?

3. How did everyone find out about 
the gold?
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Which trail to the West was 
the longest?
a. Sante Fe Trail
b. Oregon Trail
c. Mormon Trail
d. California Trail

Which of the following Native American tribes would a 
settler be unlikely to encounter of the Sante Fe Trail?
a. Cherokee
b. Chickasaw
c. Blackfoot
d. Seminole 

Where did the Oregon Trail 
end?
a. Fort Hall
b. Sacramento
c. Fort Vancouver
d. Salt Lake City 

What town was the starting 
point for both the Oregon 
Trail and the Sante Fe Trial?
a. Independence, Missouri
b. Sacramento, California
c. Sante Fe, New Mexico
d. Nauvoo, Illinois
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3. California Becomes a State (1850) 

**Because gold is discovered, California becomes a state 
prior to most western states.** 

The California Gold Rush (1848–1855) began on January 24, 1848, when 
gold was discovered at Sutter's Mill in Coloma, California – news of the 
discovery soon spread, resulting in some 300,000 people coming to 
California from the rest of the United States and abroad – the early gold 
seekers were called “49’ers” 

“The first result of the rush of emigrants from all parts of the world into 
California- a country almost unknown- was to nearly end all law. The 
countries which were nearest the golden coast sent forth thousands of 
adventurers, who speedily outnumbered the American population. 

Another factor that threatened serious consequences was the large 
numbers of worthless and wicked people from our own country who 
came to the pacific coast. From the beginning, a lack of government, or 
law might have been expected. Instead of this, there was a desire to 
maintain order and protect the rights of all throughout the mining 
districts. In the absence of all law or available protection, the people met 
and adopted rules for their mutual security – rules adapted to their 
situation where they had neither guards nor prisons. Small thefts were 
punished by banishment from diggings. For those of large amount or for 
more serious crimes, there was the single alternative of hanging. 

…. There is much jealousy and bitter feeling among some of the people. 
The large number of emigrants from the Atlantic states outnumbered the 
native population three times over within a single year, and consequently 
placed forever in a hopeless minority. They witnessed the swift loss of 
their own political importance and the introduction of a new language, 
new customs, and new laws.” 

What problems were created by the vast increase in 
population California experienced as  a result of the Gold 
Rush? __________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
In what ways did the California people try to protect 
themselves from the resulting  problems?  _____________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________



1. How did most people get to California?

2. Who came to California?

3. Where were most people from?

4. When gold became difficult to find, what did many 
people make money doing? 
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Map Activity:   Westward Expansion
Directions:  Use the maps from the interactive website to complete the map and chart below.  
•Color each territory a different color.

•Create a key in the first column of the table by coloring the square.  Then, complete the table using the map and your knowledge of Westward Expansion.
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Name of 
Territory

Color 
on Map 

Year 
Acquired 

by the U. S.

Prior Owner 
of Territory

How the US Acquired the Territory 
(purchased, treaty, annexed, etc.)

Original Thirteen 
Colonies

United States to 
the Mississippi 

River

Louisiana 
Purchase

Florida

Texas

Oregon Territory

Mexican Cession

Gadsden 
Purchase
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