
BACKGROUND:

The Anti-Federalists believed that the Constitution should clearly protect 

speech, religion, and other rights.  Many Federalists agreed.  

They insisted that the Constitution needed a bill of rights to make the 

nation’s citizens truly free.  The first Congress proposed a series of 

amendments to the Constitution in 1789.  

The first ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, were added to 

the Constitution in 1791.  They embody those principles in the 

Declaration of Independence that claim the right to “life, liberty, and 

pursuit of happiness.”



I. THE BILL OF RIGHTS:

- The first 10 amendments to the Constitution.

- Amendment = written change to the Constitution.

- Added so all 13 states would ratify the Constitution.

• King George III had limited colonists’ liberty

• * America had fought a revolution to protect freedoms

• * Antifederalists wanted a specific list of rights that protected citizens’ basic liberties

• * Some states refused to ratify the Constitution unless a bill of rights was added later

Cause

• First 10 amendments identify and guarantee basic rights and freedoms

• * The federal government cannot take away rights spelled out in the Bill of Rights

• Bill of Rights Added to Constitution in 1791                                 Effect





1. 1ST AMENDMENT:

- Freedom of 

religion, 

speech, 

press, 

peaceful 

assembly, & 

petition 

government





FREEDOM OF RELIGION RESTRICTIONS:

- The Constitution protects religious beliefs, not 

practice.  Religious practice cannot violate 

civil law.  

- Some examples argued in the Supreme Court; 

polygamy, animal sacrifice, & illegal drug use. 



FREE SPEECH RESTRICTIONS:

- Illegal Speech: Speech that involves 

incitement (encouraging violence or 

illegal activity), false statements (slander), 

obscenity, threats, and speech owned by 

others (plagiarism).



MORSE V. FREDERICK (2007)

SUPREME COURT DECISION:

(5-4 vote) Frederick’s 1st Amendment rights were not violated because;

1. Frederick’s sign appeared at a school event, therefore, “School Speech” 

applied.

2. Frederick’s sign was promoting illegal drug use.

3. Based on 3 prior Supreme Court cases, a school administrator may legally 

restrict your free speech while at a school function. 



SLANDER OR THREATS







2. 2ND AMENDMENT:

-Right for states to 

have a militia.

-Right to keep & 

bear arms (guns).  



FURTHER DISCUSSION: WHAT DID FOUNDING 
FATHERS MEAN WITH THE 2ND AMENDMENT?

States’ Right / 

Collective Right:

- Right to bear arms 

applies to the 

states’ right to 

collect weapons 

and maintain / train 

a militia for defense.

Individual Right:

- Right to bear arms 

applies to the 

individual’s right to 

own a weapon.





*In the 3 major Supreme Court cases regarding 

the 2nd Amendment, the court has ruled in favor of 

the individual right belief.

Do state gun control laws violate the 2nd

Amendment?



3. 3RD AMENDMENT:

- No quartering of troops in private homes.





4. 4TH AMENDMENT:

-Freedom from 

unlawful search 

& seizure of 

private 

property.







KYLLO V. UNITED STATES (2001):
SUPREME COURT DECISION:

(5-4 vote) Kyllo’s 4th

Amendment rights were 

violated because;

1. Thermal imaging constitutes 

a search which would 

require law enforcement to 

get a warrant.

2. Law enforcement did not 

attain a search warrant to 

thermal scan Kyllo’s home.



NSA & THE 4TH AMENDMENT:



5. 5TH AMENDMENT:

- Freedom from self-incrimination; you do not need to testify 

against yourself.

- Freedom from double jeopardy; cannot be tried for the same 

crime twice.





I plead the 5th.

Did you throw dog 

feces at your 

neighbor?



Did you attack 

your son with a  

lightsaber?!

I plead the 5th.



6TH AMENDMENT:

- Right to a Fair Trial:
▪ Right to be defended by a lawyer.

▪ Right to be tried by an impartial (fair) judge & jury.

▪ Right to call witnesses at your trial.

▪ Right to a speedy and public trial.

▪ Right to know the charges against you.







MIRANDA VS. ARIZONA (1966):

- Ernesto Miranda was arrested and charged with 

two crimes and signed a confession to the crimes.

- Miranda was never read his right to remain silent or 

have an attorney present during questioning.





GIDEON VS. WAINWRIGHT (1963):

- Clarence Gideon was arrested and charged with breaking 

and entering.

- Gideon could not afford an attorney and was denied an 

attorney by the state of Florida because his offense was not 

a capital crime.





Results Miranda:

➢The Supreme Court ruled (5-4) that Miranda’s freedom 

from self-incrimination & right to an attorney was violated.

➢His signed confession was therefore not admissible in court.

*Miranda was retried using witnesses and other evidence 

and convicted of his crimes.

**The rights you here read on TV shows & movies when 

somebody is getting arrested are called “Miranda Rights”.







Results Gideon:

➢The Supreme Court ruled that the state must 

appoint an attorney.

➢Over 2,000 individuals that were convicted in 

Florida were freed.

*Gideon was retried, this time with an attorney and 

was acquitted (found innocent) on all charges.





7. 7TH AMENDMENT:

- Right to a jury trial in civil cases.





8. 8TH AMENDMENT: 

- Freedom from cruel & unusual punishment.





DEATH PENALTY IN AMERICA:



TORTURE ILLEGAL IN AMERICA:





9. 9TH AMENDMENT:

- Protects a citizens rights that are not mentioned in the 

Constitution.

- Recent uses of the 9th Amendment:

= Right to privacy & equal marital rights.



10. 10TH AMENDMENT

- Powers that are not given to the federal government belong to 

the states.

- Limits the power of the federal government.

Examples: Driving ages, cell phone use while driving laws, public 

smoking policies, marriage policies, etc.







*Since the Bill of Rights was ratified, there have been 

17 additional amendments added to the 

Constitution, making a total of 27 amendments.



II. OTHER NOTABLE AMENDMENTS:

- 13th amendment (1865) = Abolished slavery.

- 19th amendment (1920) = Gave women the right to 

vote.

- 22nd amendment (1951) = Limited the President to two 

terms of office.

- 26th amendment (1971) = Changed the voting age from 

21 to 18 years old.










