
I. The U.S. Constitution:

- Constitution = The document that 

describes the system of beliefs and laws 

by which a country, state, or 

organization are governed.

- The U.S. Constitution was divided into 3 

parts; Preamble, Articles, & 

Amendments.







A. 7 Basic Principles of the Constitution:

1. Popular Sovereignty = People have the right to alter or 

abolish their government.

2. Limited Government = Government only has the 

powers that the Constitution gives it.

3. Separation of Powers = Government is divided into 3 

branches of government.

4. Checks and Balances = Each branch of government 

has the power to check, or limit the power of the 

other two.











5. Federalism = Divided the powers between the federal 

and state governments.

6. Republicanism = Republican form of government 

(citizens elect representatives to carry out their will).

7. Individual Rights = The Constitution protects individual 

rights (Bill of Rights)





1. The Preamble:

- Preamble = The opening statement or introduction 

that outlines the Founding Fathers’ intentions & goals.

Results:

➢ “We the People” = Shows that government gets their 

authority from the people.



Everyone in the United 

States of    America



We should work 

together to be a 

unified Nation



Laws should be 

applied fairly to every 

American

The Supreme Court Building



We should have 

peace and order in the 

United States



Every country has the right 

to protect its citizens against 

foreign attack



The country has the 

responsibility to promote the 

well-being of the citizens



The people of the 

United states will 

remain free



We publish the 

Constitution of the 

United States of America 

for everyone



➢ The Preamble defined 6 goals;

1. To Form a More Perfect Union = Unify the states.

2. To Establish Justice = Create a uniform system to settle legal 
disputes.

3. To Insure Domestic Tranquility = Insure peace and order at 
home.

4. To Provide for the Common Defense = Protect citizens against a 
foreign attack.

5. To Promote the General Welfare = Promote the well-being of all 
citizens.

6. To Secure the Blessings of Liberty = Make sure citizens have 
freedom.



http://www.wethepeoplemovie.com/education/lessonplans/preamble-

middleschool/

http://www.wethepeoplemovie.com/education/lessonplans/preamble-middleschool/


2. The Articles:

- The seven sections of the Constitution that establish 

the framework of the government.



I. Article I (1): Legislative Branch 
(Congress)

- Congress makes the nation’s laws.

- Congress is made up of two houses called a bicameral 

legislature.  House of Representatives & Senate







a. Facts about the House & Senate:
Office Number Term Selection Requirements

Representative 

435 total

At least 1 per 

state based on 

population

2 years Elected by voters 

(commoners) of 

congressional district

Age 25 or over

Citizen for 7 years

Resident of state in 

which elected

Senator

100 total

2 per state 6 years Original Constitution –

elected by state 

legislature

Amendment 17 –

elected by voters 

(commoners) 

Age 30 or over

Citizen for 9 years

Resident of state in 

which elected



b. Powers of the House & Senate:

1. Make the Nation’s Laws:

Bill = A proposed law.

- A bill is proposed by Congress or the President.

- A bill must be passed by a majority vote (one more 

than half) in both the House and Senate.

- If a bill passes through Congress, it must be signed by 

the President to become a law.



 https://www.youtube.

com/watch?time_con

tinue=7&v=FFroMQlKia

g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=FFroMQlKiag


Results:

➢ Today, more than 10,000 new bills are introduced each 

year.

➢ Committees were formed to examine & study bills to 

provide summaries, presentations, and insight.

Why? It is impossible for every Senator, Congressman, or 

Congresswoman to read every part of every bill. 





1. Bill is Drafted: Members of Congress, the Executive Branch, and 

even outside groups can draft (write or draw up) bills.

2. Introduced in House: Representative introduces the bill in the 

House. Only members can introduce bills.

3. Sent to Committee: The Speaker of the House sends the bill to a 

committee.

4. Committee Action: Most bills die here. The committee may 

pigeonhole, table, amend, or vote on the bill. If bill passes, it goes 

to Rules Committee.

5. Rules Committee: It decides the rules for debate, and when the bill 

will come up for debate.

6. Floor Action: House debates the bill, and may add amendments. If 

a majority votes in favor of the bill, it goes to the Senate.

7. Introduced in Senate: A Senator introduces the bill, which is sent to 

a committee.



8. Committee Action: Same procedure as in the House. If the committee majority 

votes for the bill, it goes to the whole Senate.

9. Bill Called Up: Majority floor leader decides when the whole Senate will 

consider the bill.

10. Floor Action: The Bill is debated, and amendments may be added. If a 

majority votes in favor of the bill, it is returned to the House.

11. Conference Committee: If the House rejects any of the changes, the bill goes 

to a conference committee of members from both houses. It works out a 

compromise.

12. Vote on Compromise: Both houses must approve changes made by the 

conference committee. If approved, the bill goes to the president.

13. Presidential Action: The president may sign (approve) the bill or veto (reject) 

it. If approved, it becomes law.

14. Vote to Override: If the president vetoes the bill, it can still become law if two 

thirds of both houses vote to override the veto.



2. The Elastic Clause:

- Congress can make all laws “necessary and proper” to carry 

out the duties of the federal government.

- Interpreted as “stretching” the power of the national 

government beyond what is written in the Constitution.







3. Other Powers of Congress:

- Levy & collect taxes, borrow money, coin money, 

establish post offices, fix standard weights & measures, 

and to declare war. 

Example:

➢ Congress set up a national bank to combat the U.S. 

debt.



II. Article II (2): Executive Branch (President)

- Enforces (carries out) the laws passed by Congress and runs the 

national government.

Results:

➢ President & Vice President are the nations highest elected 

officials.

➢ President & Vice President is the only elected position that 

represents the entire U.S.





Back

Front



a. Facts about the President & Vice 

President:
Office Number Term Selection Requirements

President 

and Vice 

President

1 4 

years

Elected by 

electoral 

college

Age 35 or over

Natural-born 

citizen 

Resident of United 

States for over 14 

years



b. Powers of the President:
1. Direct America’s Foreign Policy:

- Can make treaties with foreign nations.

2. Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces:

- Can guide or deploy troops (army), warships (navy), & planes (air 
force).

- Only Congress can declare war.

3. Chief Legislature:

- Can propose laws to Congress.

- Can veto laws passed by Congress.



Signing Foreign Treaties







c. Electing the President:

1. Electoral College:
- Every state is assigned a number of electoral votes (electors). 

- Elector = people appointed by state legislatures to vote for the President.

- A states’ number of electors is based on the number of Senators and 

Representatives it elects to Congress.

Example:

➢ California has the greatest number of electoral votes: 

➢ 53 Representatives + 2 Senators = 55 electoral votes (electors)

*Electors meet a few weeks after the election and cast their electoral vote.





2. Counting Votes:

- In all but two states, a presidential candidate wins a state’s 

electoral votes by winning the majority (more than half) of 

the state’s popular (people’s) vote.

*Maine & Nebraska’s electors are not bound to cast their 

vote for President based on their state’s election outcome.





3. To Win the Presidency: 
- When a candidate wins a majority of the electoral votes of the states 

he/she is elected President.

Example:

➢ 100 Senators + 435 Representatives = 535 electoral votes

➢ Half of 535 electoral votes = 267.5

➢ This makes 268 a majority (more than half)

Result:

= When a candidate wins 268 electoral votes on election night he/she 
wins the Presidency.

*4 times the candidate with the most popular votes lost the electoral 
vote (1824,1876, 1888, & 2000)





d. Impeaching a President:

- Impeach = To bring accusation against.

- Congress has the power to impeach a President. (checks 

& balances)

- Impeachment is the trial of the President.  Both the 

legislative & judicial branches play a role.



1. House of Representatives 

- Impeaches or charges President with a crime.

- Done by a majority vote.

2. Senate

- There is a trial in the Senate and the Senate acts as the jury.

- The chief justice of the Supreme Court is the judge.

- If 2/3 of the Senators vote guilty, the President is removed from office.

Results:

➢ Only 2 Presidents have been impeached; Andrew Johnson (1868) & Bill 
Clinton (1998).

➢ Neither were found guilty by the Senate.





III. Article III (3): Judicial Branch 

(Supreme Court)

- Includes the Supreme Court and other Federal Courts.

- Interprets (explains laws) passed by Congress, signed 

by the President and makes sure the law(s) agree with 

the U.S. Constitution.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sualy8OiKk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sualy8OiKk






a. Facts about Supreme Court Justices: 

Office Number Term Selection Requirements

Supreme 

Court 

Justice

9 Life Appointed by 

President

Approved by 

Senate

No requirements 

in Constitution





b. Powers of the Supreme Court:
- Judicial Review

- Gives courts the power to determine whether 
the laws and actions of the legislative and 
executive branches agree with the 
Constitution. 

Agree = Constitutional 

Don’t agree = Unconstitutional

Result:

➢ If the Supreme Court feels a law is against the 
Constitution it can declare the law 
Unconstitutional and stop the law – majority 
vote (5 to 4)

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=mWYFwl93u

CM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWYFwl93uCM




IV. Article IV (4): Relations Among States

- Outlines the relations between the states.

Results:

➢ States must honor one another’s laws and legal 

decisions.

➢ Provides the system for admitting new states.





V. .  Article V (5): Amending the Constitution

- Provides the process to amend (change) the Constitution.

Results:

➢ Amending the Constitution is very difficult to do.

➢ In more than 200 years, only 27 amendments have been 

added to the Constitution. 



The Amendment Process





VI. Article VI (6): National Supremacy

- The Constitution is the “supreme law of the 

land.”

Result:

➢ States may not make laws that violate the 

Constitution or federal laws.





VII. Article VII (7): Ratification

- 9 of the 13 states had to ratify the Constitution.

*Many delegates believed that the U.S. Constitution needed a 

Bill of Rights to protect individual freedoms.  To ensure the 

Constitution was ratified, it was agreed that a Bill of Rights 

would be added to the Constitution.






