Cold War Gallery Set

Castro and the Bay of Pigs

Castro led a revolutionary revolt in
Cuba in 1959. Castro began confiscating
property owned by the US. The US and
Cuba went back and forth banning each
other’s goods. In February 1960 Cuba
signed an agreement to bu?/ oil from the
USSR. Cuba began to establish closer ties
with the Soviet Union. A variety of pacts
were signed between Castro and Nikita
Khrushchey, allowing Cuba to receive large
alznounts of economic and military aid from
them.

The Bay of Pigs Invasion was a US-
planned landing by armed Cuban exiles in
southwest Cuba in an attempt to overthrow
the government of Fidel Castro in 1961 and
marked the climax of anti-Cuban US
actions. But this attempt failed.

In 1962, the Soviet Union was building
secret missile bases in Cuba, a mere 90 miles off
the shores of Florida. In addition to demanding
that Russian Premier Nikita S. Khrushchev remove
all the missile bases and their deadly contents,
Kennedy ordered a naval quarantine (blockade) of
Cuba in order to prevent Russian ships from
bringing additional missiles and construction
materials to the island. On October 28, the Russian
Premier conceded to President Kennedy's
demands by ordering all Soviet supply ships away
from Cuban waters and agreeing to remove the
missiles from Cuba's mainland.
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