


I. REASONS FOR AMERICAN EXPANSION

=the closing of the western 
frontier  U.S. needed a 
new frontier 

1. Manifest Destiny



2. SOCIAL DARWINISM 

=survival of the fittest 

3. Missionaries

= spread Christianity 



4. ECONOMIC FACTORS 

= need for new markets to sell goods

= need for raw materials to produce goods

5. New Technology 

= improved transportation / communications

- RR’s & ships - telephone & 

telegraph 





6. U.S. DIDN’T WANT 
TO BE LEFT OUT

= European nations were 
also imperialistic

- imperialism = a 
stronger country takes 
over a weaker country 
for social, political, or 
economic reasons



7. CAPTAIN ALFRED THAYER MAHAN

= wrote The Influence of 
Sea Power Upon History 
1660-1783

- strong navy = world 
power

- islands needed for 
fueling stations

result = U.S. acquires 
Samoa, Midway Islands, 
& Hawaii 





II. SPANISH AMERICAN WAR 1898
A. CAUSES: 

1. Yellow Journalism

• Spanish American War Intro Video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6SAc5Td_JPCMXNMNVRubmtLOGs/view


=EXAGGERATION OF STORIES / 
SENSATIONALISM EX. WILLIAM RANDOLPH 
HEARST & JOSEPH PULITZER 



2. DE LÔME LETTER
= Spanish letter that criticized 

President McKinley as a bad 
leader

result = insulted Americans

Enrique Dupuy de Lôme, Spanish 

Minister with the Portfolio of Cuba. 

In a personal letter, he referred to the 

US President : "...McKinley is weak 

and catering to the rabble and, 

besides, a low politician who desires 

to leave a door open to himself and to 

stand well with the jingos of his 

party."



3. USS MAINE SUNK= the battleship 
exploded in the 
harbor of Havana, 
Cuba 

= 266 crew members 
died

= Spanish military 
blamed 

http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/theodore-roosevelt/videos/theodore-roosevelt-fights-in-spanish-american-war




B. EFFECTS:

capture San Juan Hill 
and El Caney (Cuba)

result = T.R. becomes 
war hero

 very short war - only 
379 deaths

- T.R.’s Rough Riders



- TREATY OF PARIS = 

1Cuba is 
independent 

2U.S. gets 
Guam & 
Puerto Rico



3. U.S. GETS PHILIPPINES FOR $20 MILLION

4. Platt Amendment = U.S. can intervene in 
Cuba, U.S. gets naval bases in Cuba


